FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Gender Dynamix Calls for Safety, Dignity, and Protection for All Migrants

Cape Town, South Africa— Gender Dynamix is alarmed by the growing hostility and escalating violence
against migrants, refugees, and asylum seekers, in South Africa. In the lead up to 30 June, we call for
organisers to reconsider and call off the march against migrants.

We are saddened that such hostility and violence is particularly directed towards our fellow Africans.
We recognise that the lack of safety and security and the high rates of unemployment, poverty and
socio-economic inequality are real and urgent concerns — but the answer to government’s failures is
accountable governance, not violence against migrants, refugees, and asylum-seekers. We urge South
Africans not to take the law into their own hands, not to scapegoat those who have fled hardship,
persecution, and displacement for the structural failures of those in power, and to maintain an open
mind and heart to understand the harsh realities and experiences that inform why people choose to
leave their country of origin for South Africa.

Gender Dynamix strongly condemns xenophobic violence in all its forms, including threats,
harassment, intimidation, displacement, profiling, and vigilante action. We note that the President has
acknowledged the seriousness of this crisis and the need to protect migrants, refugees and asylum-
seekers. This acknowledgement by government must be followed by urgent, practical, and rights-
based action that reaches those most at risk, including trans and gender diverse migrants, refugees
and asylum-seekers, who face compounded vulnerability through identity-based targeting,
documentation barriers, and exclusion from health and legal protections.

The South African Constitution and Ubuntu calls us to recognise the humanity and human rights of
every person, especially those whose lives are made precarious by violence, displacement, and
exclusion. The safety and dignity of migrants, refugees and asylum-seekers is not separate from the
safety of South African communities.

We stand with all migrants, refugees and asylum-seekers affected by xenophobic violence.

Let us choose humanity and care over scapegoating, protection over punishment, and Ubuntu over
fear.
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