
 

 
Calling on Helen Zille to publicly apologise to transgender persons and the 

broader LGBTQIA+ community for her dehumanising statements 
 
Helen Zille’s latest statement showing her support to the UK’s Supreme Court ruling is not only 
appalling to rights advancements and protections for trans and gender diverse persons, but also 
fundamentally contradicting human rights protections guaranteed in the South African 
Constitution. Trans and gender diverse persons are recognised and protected in the South African 
constitutional framework, despite Zille’s latest attempt to dehumanise transgender women and 
imply the erosion of rights constitutionally guaranteed to everyone based on equality, dignity, 
agency and freedom of expression, as well as the right to be free from all form of violence in public 
and private spheres. Zille’s statement is paramount to a violation of all these rights, particularly for 
trans and gender diverse persons. 
 
What is most disturbing is Zille equating being transgender as a transmissible disease. At the root of 
this statement are stigmatising and discriminatory elements found in the public health sector 
where illness is equated with poor hygiene and the lack of access to the social determinants of 
health disregarding social and structural barriers to access. Zille’s intentional choice of language is 
hateful in so many ways and disregards lived experiences of trans and gender diverse persons. 
 
Whilst Zille celebrates an anti-human rights United Kingdom court judgment, she needs to be 
reminded that South Africa is not the United Kingdom. In fact, South Africa has worked very hard to 
undo the exploitative and oppressive racist, classist, sexist, gender discriminatory and queerphobic 
legacies of English colonialism in this country. As GDX we call out Helen Zille for both undermining 
our country’s constitutional protective framework and the journey towards healing and restoration 
in combatting all forms of sexual and gender-based violence and femicide. Despite the continued 
challenges South Africa has come a long way in rebuilding a nation that can respect and protect 
people regardless of their race, gender, sex, sexual orientation, amongst others. Our Constitution 
upholds the rights to human dignity, equality and freedom and rejects any form of conduct, 
including speech, that seek to advocate for disdain or hatred towards another social group. Zille’s 
conduct speaks contrary to what our country stands for.  
 
As a token of advancing respect for difference and diversity, we call on Helen Zille to issue a public 
apology to all trans and gender diverse persons for the dehumanising statements made.  
 


